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Writing is one of the most important skills. Most of students at the tenth grade of 
SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah were 63.9% got under the criteria in 
writing. The objective of this research was to know whether there is significant 
influence of using mind mapping technique towards students‘ writing skill in the 
descriptive text at the 10
th
 grade of SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah.  
The research methodology used quasi experimental design. The researcher dealt 
with two classes, they were an experimental class and a control class. In the 
experimental class, the researcher used mind mapping technique, whereas in the 
control class the teacher used grammar teaching method. Each class received the 
same pre-test and post-test. The population of this research was the tenth grade of 
SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah. The samples of this research were 2 
classes consisting 58 students. In collecting the data, the researcher used writing 
test to collect the data.   
The researcher analyzed the data by using independent sample t-test, the results 
was that there was influence of using mind mapping technique towards students‘ 
writing skill in the descriptive text at the 10
th
 grade of SMA Negeri 1 Tulang 
Bawang Tengah in the Academic Year 2019/2020. From the data analysis 
computed by using SPSS, it was obtained that Sig = 0.000 and = 0.05. It means 
Ha is accepted because Sig < α = 0.05. Therefore, there was significant influence 
of using mind mapping technique towards students‘ writing skill in the descriptive 
text at the 10
th
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A. Background of the Problem 
In the process of teaching English we must mastered the four skills 
of teaching English namely listening, speaking reading and writing. Writing 
(as one of the four skills of listening, speaking reading and writing) has 
always formed part of the syllabus in the teaching of English.
1
 It means that 
learning English is part of a lesson in formal education from elementary to 
high school.  
Writing encourages students to focus on accurate language use and 
because they think as they write, it may well provoke language development 
as they resolve problem which the writing puts into their minds.
2
 Writing is 
the activity of the learners to express their ideas to the writing. Writing is also 
a creative activity because writing students also requires creative ideas to 
develop the language use. Writing can also expand and increase vocabulary 
growth so that it can improve writing fluency in writing and composing 
sentences.  
In written English, we state our topic (our main idea, focus point of 
view) and we usually elaborate on our statement by adding supporting details, 
such as facts examples, description, illustrations, reasons, causes, effects, 
                                                             
1
Jeremy harmer, How to Teach  Writing (England : Pearson Education Limited, 
2004),p.31 
2




 For teaching writing skills to be successful for high 
school students, teachers must choose appropriate teaching materials, apply 
interesting teaching methods.  Furthermore, one way to help teachers teach 
writing is to use interesting media.  
Nowadays, in the process of learning English many teachers are 
sometimes less important to provide the learning method. And then the 
learners only recognized the methods they only met. In this situation the 
learners do not develop their mind in writing. They can even feel bored in 
learning in class. Writing is a skill which is both limited in value and difficult 
to acquire, we should be very clear about our purpose in teaching it. 
4
 With 
the teacher using creative methods and in accordance with the material, of 
course we can clearly help students develop their ideas in the writing process. 
For that, the student would feel the easy in writing and put their ideas into 
writing.   
A well written paper is one that easy to read, tells an interesting 
story, has the information under the correct headings and is visually 
appealing.
5
  So writing for students is inseparable from teacher guidance in 
the class towards students by paying attention to what is needed by students 
by developing ideas they write.  
                                                             
3
Ann Raimes,  Techniques in Teaching Writing (New York : Oxford University 
Press, 1983),p.14 
4
Donn Byrne, Teaching Writing Skills. New edition. ( England : Longman, 
1993),p.6 
5
Jeniffer Peat, Scientific Writing Easy When You Know How ( London : BMJ 
Books, 2002),p.2 
 
The researcher did preliminary research in SMA Negeri 1 Tulang 
Bawang Tengah  by interviewing the teacher and students. The teacher said, 
the students had problem in learning English especially on writing descriptive 
text. The students‘ writing ability was still low. The students felt difficulties 
to express their ideas and also the teachers realized do not various techniques 




Below is the table about the writing score of descriptive text at the 
tenth grade of SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah.  
Table 1 
Writing Score of Students at 10
th
 Grade of SMA Negeri 1 








1 XI IPA 1 9 25 34 
2 XI IPA 2 22 11 33 
3 XI IPA 3 8 20 28 
4 XI IPS 1 10 24 34 
5 XI IPS 2 10 20 30  
6 XI IPS 3 14 21 35 
7 XI IPS 4 11 22 33 
Total Percentage 85 151 236 
36.1% 63.9% 100% 
Source: The Data of Documentation English Teacher at SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang 
Tengah 2019/2020 
 
Based on the table above, there were 85 students of 236 students 
who passed based on minimum criteria (KKM) and there were 151 students 
failed. In this case, the standard of KKM in SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang 
                                                             
6
 Yuniati Al Aida, M.Pd An Interview of English Teacher SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang 
Tengah, 20 Februari  2019. Unpublished 
 
Tengah  is 70 and there were many students who got score under 70. It means 
that most of students were still difficult in writing especially in recount text. 
After the researcher got the information from the teacher, 
researcher also interviewed some students about problem in learning English. 
The researcher found some factors of students‘ problem in learning English 
especially in writing descriptive text is still low. It happens because they were 
not interested in the method by used the teacher. The students are very 
difficult to remember ideas in descriptive text, and the teacher always uses 
boring technique in teaching writing descriptive text.
7
 It happens because the 
teachers do not use various techniques in writing skills and the students feel 
difficult and cannot develop their skills in writing. The students often make 
many mistakes on their writing. From their score is very low.  
And to be sure, this planning technique can be effective, and then 
the researcher found technique to help and improve their skills in writing used 
mind mapping technique. Mind mapping is a technique and the best way to 
learn it by putting it into practice, as you start writing and creating your mind 
map you activate your muscle memory meaning that you remember 
information more than by just reading it.
8
 Mind mapping is a popular 
technique that can be applied in writing. Mind Mapping is a way of writing 
by utilizing how the brain functions and works.  
                                                             
7
Students of  SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah , 10
th
  grade, on February 20
th
 , 2019  
8 Florian Rustler and Tony Buzan, Mind Mapping For Dummies ( Southern Gate : John 
Wiley & Sons, Ltd, 2012 ),p. 10.  
 
In the Mind Mapping technique, we will write using keywords and 
images. In this situation our brain will work with the imagination of seeing 
the image, so the words that are represented by the keyword and image will 
be explained. Mind mapping can help students to build a picture that can be 
imagined so that when the image appears in our minds then all the 
explanations contained in it will be explained. By conducting mind mapping 
technique, so that it can facilitate students in the process of remembering 
writing, and can accelerate the writing process because it only uses keywords 
easily we remember main information. 
The previous research on using mind mapping technique was 
conducted by Rona Nur Jannah  on her  thesis ―The Effectiveness Of Using 
Mind Mapping  To Improve Students‘ Writing Ability In Procedure Text At 
The First Semester Of The Ninth Grade Of SMP Negeri 11 Bandar Lampung 
In The Academic Year Of 2017/2018‖ she concluded that  mind mapping 
technique is one of good technique in teaching writing to motivate students in 
learning English and can help students to improve their writing well without 
confusing them, especially in procedure text.
9
 
Another  research on using mind mapping was conducted by Arif 
Prayogo on his thesis ―Using Mind Mapping in Teaching Recount  ( An 
Experimental Study at the First Grade of Private Junior High School 
                                                             
9
Rona Nur Jannah, on her thesis ―The Effectiveness of Using Mind Mapping  to Improve 
Students‘ Writing Ability in Procedure Text at the First Semester of the Ninth Grade of SMP 
Negeri 11 Bandar Lampung in the Academic Year of 2017/2018‖ , Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 
Faculty Raden Intan State Islamic University Lampung, 2017, p.70  
 
Riyadhlul Jannah Bogor) in 2009‖ he concluded that teaching recount writing 
by using mind mapping more helpful because through mind mapping, it can 
throw away boredom at the students and time consuming notes in favor of 
two dimensional structure which shows the ‗shape‘ of topic, related ideas and 
concepts, and the relative importance of all in information
10
.  
Considering the previous research above, it can be found that there 
were some differences among the previous researches with this research. In 
the first previous research, the researcher did the research conducted on Ninth 
of SMP N 11 Bandar Lampung and the material was use about procedure 
text. The second previous research, the researcher attempt to narrate the 
teaching learning process of English SMP Riyadhlul Jannah Bogor and the 
material was use about recount text. 
Based on the explanation above, the mind mapping technique 
offers you a lot of individual freedom in how you design your maps.
11
 This 
technique can make it easy for students their pour mind in writing. Some 
students think writing is due to several factors, one of which is that they must 
look for keywords first. 
Based to the problem faced by the teacher and the students in 
learning writing, the writer will do a research of teaching technique used by 
the teacher in the class that can support in the teaching of English skill. Then 
                                                             
10
Arif prayogo, on his thesis ―using mind mapping in teaching recount writing (An 
Experimental Study at the First Grade of Private Junior High School Riyadhlul Jannah Bogor in 
2009‖ Faculty English Department Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta,2009.p16  
11
Ibid ,p.30.  
 
the researcher intends to see the influence of using mind mapping technique 
in teaching writing in the class. The students will participate directly in the 
class so it could encourage the students to make a good writing. 
In this case, the researcher wants to conduct analyzed that the 
influence of using mind mapping technique towards student writing skill. 
Therefore, this research is entitled:  The Influence of Using Mind Mapping 
Technique Towards Student Writing Skill in the Descriptive Text at the 10
th
 
Grade of SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah in the Academic Year of 
2019/2020 
B. Identification of the Problem 
Based on the background of the problem above, the writer identified the 
problems as follows: 
1. The students writing skill is low   
2. The students found difficulties to express their idea in written 
form. 
3. The teacher always uses boring technique in teaching writing 
descriptive text.  
 
C. Limitation of the Problem 
Based on the identification above, the researcher limited the problem 
of the research on mind mapping technique as technique in writing process in 
order to know the influence of it towards students‘ descriptive text writing 
 
skill at the tenth grade of SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah in the 
academic year of 2019/2020 
D. Formulation of the Problem 
Based on identification and limitation of the problem above, the 
researcher formulates the problem: Is there any significant influence of using 
mind mapping technique towards students‘ writing skill in descriptive text?  
E. Objective of the Research  
The objective of the research was to know whether mind mapping 
technique is the influence toward students‘ writing skill in descriptive text.   
F. Significance of the Research 
The researcher expects that there are at least two uses of the research as 
follows: 
1. Theoretically 
This research finding will enrich and give new finding to development 
of theories about mind mapping technique in language teaching.  
2. Practically 
For practical contribution, the results of this research are expecting 
that:  
a. For the students  
The students can increase their descriptive text writing ability by 
using mind mapping technique  
b. For the teacher  
 
The teacher can get an alternative solution in solving teaching 
writing problems in descriptive text.  
G. Scope of the research 
1. Subject of the research 
The subject of the research was  the students at the tenth grade of SMA 
Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah 
2. Objects of the research 
The object of the research was the used of mind mapping technique 
and students writing ability in descriptive text.  
3. Place of the research 
The research was conducted at SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah. 
4. Time of the research  





REVIEW OF RELATED LITEARTURE  
 
 
A. Concept of Teaching English as a Foreign Language 
Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, 
setting the condition for learning.
12
 According to the definitions and statements 
above, the most important of the teachings of the teacher must be to pay attention 
to students and must know what they need in class. English is one of the many 
languages in the world battling it out for position.
13
It means that English is the 
most widely used language in communicating internationally so that English is an 
important language for us to learn and know. By learning English we can easily 
continue study to a higher level abroad or work abroad. It means that the main 
reason why you have to learn English is because English is an international 
language. 
Harmer says that EFL described situations where students were learning 
English in order to use it with any other English speakers in the world - when the 
students might be tourists or business people.
14
 So a foreign language is a 
language used by other people and countries.  
The teaching of modern languages in schools has an educational function, 
and the older learner who deliberately sets out to learn English has a clear 
instrumental intention: he wants to visit England, to be able to communicate with 
                                                             
12 H.Douglas Brown, Principles of Language Learning and  Teaching,(4th Edition) 
(California :Longman),p.7. 
13
 Jeremy Harmer, The  Prcatice of English Language Teaching, (3
rd
 edition)(Cambridge : 
Longman),p,4. 
14
 Ibid. p.9 
 
English-speaking tourists or friends, to be able to read English in books and 
newspapers.
15
 It means that the situation in English education is a compulsory 
subject. Because English a global language, so for those who want to be one step 
ahead of people in general, it is necessary to even have to master English. 
The aim of teaching English foreign language is to produce student who 
can speak the language almost as well as you can, at the most.
16
 In the fact, there 
are many students in the classroom not confidence to speak English. It means that, 
the teacher must prepare to have a methodical approach before she or he enters the 
classroom. A teacher‘s energy and enthusiasm are highly valued by students so if 
you are interested and give interesting and varied lessons, this will inspire and 
motivate your students.
17
   
Based on the explanation above, the researcher can be concluded teaching 
English as a foreign language is the teacher has a role to make methods so that 
students have more interest in the class to understand the material presented. 
B. Writing 
1. Concept  of Writing  
Writing is a part important of the teaching English. Writing is essential 
features of learning a language because it provides a very good means of foxing 
                                                             
15
 Geoffrey Broughton, Christopher Brumfit, et.al, Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language ,(2
nd
 Edition) (London  : Routledge, 1980),p.8. 
16
 Michelle Maxom, Teaching English as Foreign Language for Dummies (England : 
John Wiley&Sons,Ltd, 2009),p.20.   
17
David Reddell,  Teaching English as a foreign language,p.38. 
 
the vocabulary, spelling, and sentence pattern.
18
 Writing is also the activity of the 
student who could pull out what they think. With the practice writing every day 
can help the student to good written. 
Hyland state that writing is a way of sharing personal meanings and 
writing courses emphasize the power of the individual  to construct his or her own 
views on a topic.
19
 Writing is regarded as an extension of grammar–mean of 
reinforcing language patterns through habit formation and testing learners‘ ability 
to produce well-formed sentences.
20
 Writing also is one of most important skills 
that must be mastered by students. Students can be greatly encouraged to write 
and to see writing as a pleasurable activity, if they are able to observe their teacher 
as people who turn to writing naturally and who enjoy it.
21
It is because the teacher 
in the class must have interest on the process writing. It is needed of the students 
so they don‘t feel bored on the writing. 
According to Urquhant writing is a process of exploration that offers 
benefits to students and content area teachers alike.
22
 Ideally, there should be a 
program to develop writing skills which works all the way through the educational 
system.
23
 In the fact, the skill writing for some of students is the difficult because 
many factor it. Writing is also help student in their learn. It happens that when 
                                                             
18
 Dr.M.F.Patel, Op.Cit, p.125. 
19 Ken Hyland, Jack Richards, Second Language Writing, (New York : Cambridge 
University Press,2003), p.9.  
20 Ibid, p.3.  
21 Tricia Hedge, Resource Books for Teacher Writing ,(Hongkong : Oxford University 
press, 1988),p.15 
22 Vicki Urquhart and Monette Mclver, Teaching Writing in the Contest Areas (United 
States of America: Association for Supervission and Curriculum Development, 2005),p.3.  
23
Geofrey Broughton , Op.Cit, p.117. 
 
they write, can found many new word, new sentences and  new language. So in 
the other process approach in the writing must appropriate for student needed.  
Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded writing is one of the 
activities to create information or note on the media. Through writing the students 
can poured a creative they have to written.  
2. Concept of Writing Skill 
Raimes says that writing skill is a skill to communicate with a reader, to 
explore subject, and to record experience.
24
 Writing skill is so important for 
students mastered. It happen because, when the student write they also have 
chance for adventure the language they found. Writing is a skill which must be 
taught and practiced
25
. The teacher must give some practice writing to student so 
that they accustomed for writing English language.  And then this is encourage 
their think to thought more. The most effective learning of writing skill is likely to 
take place when student are writing real messages for real audiences.
26
 According 
to Nunan, encompasses some characteristics of successful writing as follows:
27
  
1. Mastering the mechanics of letter formation;  
2. Mastering and obeying conventions of spelling and punctuation;  
3. Using the grammatical system to convey one‘s intended meaning;  
                                                             
24
Ann Raimes, Techniques in Teaching Writing. Op.Cit, p.4. 
25
Dr.M.F.Patel, Op.Cit, p.125. 
26 Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing, Op.Cit,p.39 
27 David Nunan, Designing Task  for The Communicative Classroom (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1989),p.37. 
 
4. Organizing content at the level of paragraph and the complete text 
to reflect given or new information and topic or comment 
structures;  
5. Polishing and revising one‘s initial efforts;  
6. Selecting an appropriate style for one‘s audience;  
 Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded writing skill is the 
ability of the students to communicate thought or ideas on written form which 
fulfills six aspects there are namely mechanics, spelling and punctuation, using 
the grammatical system, content, polishing and revising one‘s initial efforts and 
then selecting an appropriate style for one‘s audience. 
3. Approaches in Teaching Writing  
Harmer  states that, there are approaches in teaching writing as follows: 
1. Process and Product Approach  
In the teaching of writing we can either focus on product of that writing or 
On the writing process itself. When concentrated on the product, we are 
orally interested in the aim of task in the end product.
28
 However, teacher 
who use the process approach give their students two crucial supports that 
time for the students to try out ideas and feedback on the content of what 
they write in their drafts.
29
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Product approaches expected the students to only analyze text in terms of 
what language they use and how they were constructed.
30
 In the product 
approach concentrate the spelling to be correct, the nouns and verbs to 
agree with each other, the punctuation and layout to obey certain 
conventions.   
2. Genre Approach 
Genre as an approach to teaching and learning writing is a matter of mixed 
approach between process and product approach. As an approach genre 
refers to process of writing showing its systematical orders or steps to 
follow either by teacher or students. Genre as product shows its distinctive 
features of writing either in terms of organization, communicative purpose 
and linguistic feature used.
31
 
3. Creative Writing 
The term creative writing suggest imaginative task such as writing story, 
experience, etc. Creative writing is a written by using a creative of the 
writer that can make reader imagining even get inspiration. This provides 
powerful motivation to find the right words to express such experience. 
Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that there are some 
approaches in teaching writing. They are process and product approach, genre 
approach and creative writing.  
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4. How to Teach Writing  
Teaching writing is one of the important aspects in learning languages. 
Teaching writing is teaching students to develop ideas in their minds into written 
forms.  For a process writing approach work well, some teacher may need to 
rethink the way in which they react to their student work.
32
  This is an important 
and useful point for students because lessons planning from the teacher must 
consider the objectives to be achieved.  For teaching writing to be successful you 
need to set the writing task up so that the student are clear about what they have to 
do and how best to tackle it
33
. It can support student to writing well with the 
approach of the learners and from the teacher must explain their approach or 
technique in writing how to do it.  
In teaching writing, teachers who recognize the importance of writing as a 
tool for learning in any content area intuitively understand that writing helps 
students connect their thoughts, deepen their content knowledge, and 
communicate with others.
34
 By maintaining effective teachers in class helps 
students take advantage of their existing memories and build critical thinking 
skills so ensure their success in writing.  Effective written usually have a purpose 
in mind and construct their writing with a view to achieving that purpose.
35
  
Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that teaching writing 
is teaching and asking students to apply grammar knowledge, sentence structure, 
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idioms and vocabulary. And students are also given the opportunity to explore the 
language they are learning. For the teacher must provide student support for the 
process of writing so that the process of learning to write can be more effective. 
5. Writing Process 
The writing process is a rich mix of elements which, together with 
cognition, include the writer‘s experiences and background, as well as a sense of 
self, of others, of situation and of purpose.
36




1. Prewriting  
The period where writers get ready to write—gathering information, 
organizing ideas, identifying audience and purpose, and selecting 
genre. 
2. Drafting 
The production stage of getting ideas down using complete sentences 
and reflecting the general conventions of writing. 
3. Revising 
The time when writers review their work, checking for clarity of 
message, word choice, and organization. 
4. Editing 
The process of checking written work for the conventions of writing 
and any lingering concerns with voice, tone, and style.   
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Furthermore, browns state that essentially the process of writing involves 
creating a text that we assume the reader will recognize and expect and the 




Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded in this process 
writing there are four steps that must be mustered by students in language 
teaching namely prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing.  
6. How to Test Writing 
There are four categories of written performance for the students in 
writing skill, as follow:
39
 
1. Imitative Writing  
Imitative writing is beginning level English learners from young 
children to older adults need basic training. In assessment of imitative 
writing the rudiments of forming letters, words, and simple sentences. 
We examine this level of writing first : 
a) Task in (Hand) writing letters, words, and punctuation. 
 Copying 
 Listening cloze selection task 
 Picture-cued task 
 Form completion task 
 Converting numbers and abbreviation to words 
b) Spelling task and detecting phoneme-grapheme 




 H Douglas Brown, Language Assessment :Principle and Classroom Practices, (New 
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 Correspondences 
 Spelling test 
 Picture cued-task 
 Multiple choices techniques 
 Matching phonetics symbols 
2. Intensive Writing (controlled) 
This next level of writing is what second language teacher training 
manuals have for decades called controlled writing. It may also be 
thought of as form focused writing, grammar writing, or simply guided 
writing. A good deal of writing at this level is display writing as 
opposed to real writing: students produce language to display their 
competence in grammar, vocabulary, or sentence formation, and not 
necessarily to convey meaning for an authentic purpose. The 
traditional grammar/vocabulary test has plenty of display writing in it, 
since the response mode demonstrates only the test-takers ability to 
combine or use words correctly. No new information is passed on form 
one person to the other. 
a) Dictation and Dicto-Comp 
b) Grammatical transformation tasks  
c) Picture cued tasks 
 Short sentences 
 Picture description 
 Picture sequence description 
 
d) Vocabulary assessment tasks 
e) Ordering tasks 
f) Short answer and Sentence completion tasks 
3. Responsive and Extensive  
In this section we consider both responsive and extensive writing 
tasks. They will be regarded here as a continuum of possibilities 
ranging from lower-end tasks whose complexity exceeds those in the 
previous category of intensive or controlled writing, through more 
open-ended tasks such as writing short reports, essays, summaries, and 
responses, up to texts of several pages or more. 
a) Paraphrasing 
b) Guided question and answer 
c) Paragraph construction tasks 
 Topic sentence writing 
 Topics development within a paragraph 
 Development of main and supporting ideas across 
paragraphs. 
d) Strategic options 
 Attending to task 
 Attending to genre 
Based on the explanation above, there are four categories of written 
performance for the students in writing skill. They are imitative writing, 
intensive writing, responsive and extensive writing. It can be concluded, the 
 
researcher will use designing assessment task of writing is responsive and 
extensive because in instrument of the task the researcher asks to student to     
make topics development within a paragraph of descriptive text that include in 
paragraph construction tasks.  
7. What to Test in Writing 
According to Tribble, there are five fundamental aspects which have to 
fulfill in writing activity. The five aspects of writing are as the criteria of good 
writing, such as content, organization, vocabulary, language, and mechanics.  
1. Content  : the ability of develop the writing thoughts express,  
content related to the topic.  
2. Organization : the ideas obviously stated and supported, logically  
  sequenced, connective in appropriately way.    
3. Vocabulary  : the selection of words that matches with the topic  
    or content. 
4. Languages  : the ability to use of structure forms and syntactical  
    pattern.  
5. Mechanics  : the use of graphic convection of language such as  
punctuation, spelling, and capitalization
40
 
Based on explanation above, the researcher can conclude that there 
are five  aspects in writing which must be known in to be good writing and 
it used in  scoring writing ability. They are content, organization, 
vocabulary, languages and mechanics.  
                                                             
40




1. Concept of Text 
According to Hyland, text have a structure, they are orderly grammatical 
of words, clauses and sentences, and by following grammatical rules writers can 
encode a full semantic representation of their intended meanings.41  
A text is a meaningful linguistic unit in a context. A text is both a spoken 
text and a written text. A spoken text is any meaning spoken text. It can be a word 
or phrase or a sentence or a discourse.
42
 Text is usually order of words that are 
used to provide information, explain meaning and so on. The text is the result of 
delivering a thought that is poured into writing.  Emilia also says text is a 
complete unity of language and preferably from start to finish, if a text does not 
have a complete organization structure then the text will not clear.
43
  
It can be concluded, text is a lingual unit that is provided in writing or 
verbally with certain organizational arrangements to express meaning 
contextually. 
2. Genre of Text 
There are many kinds of the text that must  know by the learners.  Based 
on syllabus of the learning English, Gerot and Wignell categorize types of genre 
into 13 types. They are: 
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a. Spoof 
Spoof is the text to retell an event with a humorous twist 
b. Recount  
Recount is the text to retell events for the purpose of informing or 
entertaining. 
c. Report 
Report is the text to describe the way things are with reference to a range 
of natural, man-made and social phenomena in our environment.  
d. Analytical exposition  
Analytical exposition is the text to persuade the reader or listener that 
something in the case.  
e. News item  
News item is the text to inform the readers, listeners or viewers about 
events of the day which are considered newsworthy or important. 
f. Anecdote  
Anecdote is the text to share with others an account of an unusual or 
amusing incident. 
g. Narrative  
Narrative is the text to amuse, entertain and to deal with actual or vicarious 
experience in different ways. 
h. Procedure  
Procedure is the text to describe how something is accomplished sequence 
of actions or steps. 
 
i. Description  
Description is the text to describe a particular person, place or thing.  
j. Hortatory Exposition  
Hortatory exposition is the text to persuade the reader or listener that 
something or should not be the case. 
k. Explanation  
Explanation is the text to explain the processes involved in the formation 
or workings of natural or socio cultural phenomena. 
l. Discussion  
Discussion text is the text to present (at least) two points of view about in 
issues.  
m. Reviews 
Reviews are the text to critique an art work or event for a public audience. 
Based on the explanation above there are the types of text and students 
should know what the differences between them are from understanding the 
purpose and structure of the text.  
D. Concept of Descriptive Text 
1. Definition of Descriptive Text 
According to Zaida, descriptive text is the text that describes the particular 
person, place, or thing.
44
 It means that descriptive text is used to describe about 
place, person or things. Descriptive text also can describe about taste, shape, 
size, atmosphere, appearance, and feeling, touching or hearing.  
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Siahaan says that description is a written English text in which the writer 
describes an object. In this text, the object can be concrete or abstract object. It 
can be person, or an animal, or a tree, or a house, or camping. It can be about any 
topic.
45
 Descriptive paragraph is giving information about something or someone. 
Based on explanation above, the researcher concludes that descriptive text 
is a text that describes an object clearly, it means there are creating visual images 
and sensory impression through words that use to inform an audience about 
something how something or someone looked in descriptive text. Descriptive text 
describes a particular person, place or thing in detail which consists of specific 
words that appeal to the sense (sight, sound, taste, smell, touch and others). 
2. Generic Structure of Descriptive Text 
1.  Identification 
In identification, the researcher introduction of a person, place, 
animal or object will be described. 
2. Description 
In description, the researcher describe about something such as 
animal, things, place or person by describing its features, forms, 
colors.  
3. Language Features of Descriptive Text 
In descriptive text also has aspect language features, Djuharie mentions the 
language features commonly used in descriptive text are:
46
 
a. Use of specific nouns 
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b. Use of simple present tense 
c. Use of the adjective to describe the condition of the object 
d. Use of relational process, using verb that can describe situation 
participant implies ownership. 
e. Use of figurative language, using figurative language such as 
simile or metaphor as the way to give comparison illustration 
Below the example of descriptive text :  
Elephant 
 
Identification: Elephant is an herbivore animal and eat all almost all of the 
vegetation‘s and fruits. They have almost hairless skin, wide ears, four legs, and 
long trunk. Elephants are known as the largest mammals.  
 
Description: The elephants also have very sharp auditory because they have big 
and wide ears. By these ears, they can hear sounds from a distance about tens 
kilometer. At the back of the ears, they have one of the softest parts of their body 
which is called the knuckle. In a zoo, Mahouts (elephant t trainers) use their feet 
to steer or give commands to the animal via the knuckle. Now, they are a kind of 
protected animals because their population remains little in their habitat. Their 
population began to decline year by year. 
 
Source : https://www.jagoanbahasainggris.com/2017/04/7-contoh-descriptive-text-tentang-hewan.html 
 
E. Mind Mapping Technique 
1. Concept of Mind Mapping Technique (MMT) 
Mind mapping is a visual technique for structuring and organizing 
thoughts and ideas. Mind mapping is very powerful technique that can be of 
great assistance in many aspects. Mind mapping also is the creative technique.  
 
Buzan state that Mind mapping is a technique that enables you to 
visualize, structure and organize thoughts and information.
47
 Mind mapping a 
good approach for supporting student with organizing ideas, they also find it a 
great asset for teaching. It is a great tool to organize the thought processes of their 
students when writing, due to the fact that the teacher only present the basic 
content and it is the student who writes it in an organizing way. Mind maps are 
also a great cognitive tool that can be used to arrange and organize information 
when studying or presenting students with a new topic.
48
 The mind map can be 
applied to every aspect of life where improved learning and clearer thinking will 
enhance human performance.  Therefore mind maps help you to make a 
distinction between your mental.  And then, the mind maps a start with a central 
image that expresses the concept of happened. As you start writing and creating 
your mind map you activate your muscle memory meaning that you remember the 
information more than by just reading it. The mind map is an expression of 
radiant thinking and is therefore a natural of the human mind.
49
The mind map has 
four essential characteristics: 
50
  
1) The subject of attention is crystallized in a central image  
2) The main themes of the subject radiate from the central image as 
branches  
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3) Branches comprise a key image or key word printed on an associated 
line. Topics of lesser importance are also represented as branches 
attached to higher level branches. 
4) The branches form a connected modal structure.  
Based explanation above, it can be concluded Mind mapping is a 
popular technique that can be applied in writing. Mind Mapping is a way of 
writing by utilizing how the brain functions and works. In the Mind Mapping 
technique, we will write using keywords and images. In this situation our brain 
will work with the imagination of seeing the image, so the words that are 
represented by the keyword and image will be explained. Mind mapping can 
help students to build a picture that can be imagined so that when the image 
appears in our minds then all the explanations contained in it will be explained. It 
can help form the ideas, association and impressions in ways that easy to 
memorize. 
2. Procedure of Using Mind Mapping Technique 
There are the explanation about make mind mapping based on Florian statement.
51
 
The steps involved in make a mind map may be summarized as follows:  
1. Write the words in the middle of your sheet of paper. 
2. Draw a sort of frame or cloud around the word. 
3. To the central concept attach six branches that are long enough for a 
word to be written on them. Remember to keep the branches quite 
short to start with you can always make them longer afterwards. 
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4. Take a couple of minutes to consider what you associate with the 
notion and what concepts or ideas occur to you in this connection. 
Write each of your concepts in the form of one keyword on the 
branches of the mind map. 
5. For each word consider whether and how you could express concept 
in visual form. Then write or draw them beside the keyword on the 
branch concerned.  
After five minutes your first Mind Map may look something like this figure 
below. 
 
Source : https://booksc.org 
Figure 1 Example of Mind Mapping 
 
Considering about procedure above, the researcher reconstructs the procedures of 
teaching descriptive text by using mind mapping technique were follow :  
1. The teacher introduce Mind mapping technique and the procedure of 
mind mapping Technique. 
2. The teacher give the topics to be discussed.  
3. Ask the learners to write the topic or word in the middle of paper.  
4. The teacher asks the learners to draw a sort of frame or cloud around 
the topic.   
 
5.  The students make six branches in the central concept that are long 
enough for a word to be written.  
6. After that the students write each of concepts in the form of one 
keyword on the branches of the mind map.  
7. Ask the students to write or draw frame or cloud beside the keyword 
on the branch concerned.  
8. After that, the students develop their keyword and arranging the results 
text descriptive in the new paper.  
9. While they are discussing, the teacher check the student by students to 
keep them staying on the topics and raising the question to stimulate 
discussion.   
10. The teacher  ask the students to write practice, arrange and develop the 
sentence to some paragraph. 
11. At the end, the students individually collect the writing results of them. 
3. Advantages of Using Mind Mapping Technique 
According to Buzan, there are some advantages of using mind mapping
52
 : 
a. Mind mapping helps the students to speed up their think rapidity. 
b. Mind mapping takes the students to develop new ideas quickly. 
c. Mind mapping gives easy way for the students to plan, communicate, 
be creative, arrange, and explain the ideas fastly and efficiently when 
they want to work with others.  
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d. Mind mapping facilitates the students to understand a complicated 
system or structure because mind mapping delivers the students to be 
focused on the ideas.   
 Another idea from Buzan,  there are some benefits of teaching 
writing with mind maps : 
a. They automatically inspire interest in the students, thus making them 
more receptive and co-operative in the classroom. 
b. They make lessons and presentation more spontaneous, creative and 
enjoyable, both for the teacher and the students.  
c. Rather than remaining relatively rigid as the years go by, the teacher‘s 
notes are the flexible and adaptable. In these times of rapid change 
and development, the teacher needs to be able to alter and add to 
teaching notes quickly and easily.  
d. Because mind maps present only relevant material in a clear and 
memorable form, the students tend to get better marks in examination. 
e. Unlike linear text, Mind Maps show not just the facts but the 
relationship between those facts, thus giving the students a deeper 
understanding of the subject. 
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4. Disadvantages of Using Mind Mapping Technique 
Clelford states disadvantages of using mind mapping as below:
54
 
a. People may want to redraw the maps later-but that will help them 
remember the material. 
b. Someone map may be so personal and it could be difficult for others 
to understand. Mind maps are a great help when preparing essays and 
presentations, but they may be inappropriate as the final piece of 
work. 
From those explanations above, it can be concluded the researcher can 
considering that mind mapping is suitable for students in writing skill and better 
than Grammar Teaching Method. In the mind mapping technique can help the 
students easily add ideas or links later and help than to concentrate on information 
structure and relationship between ideas.  
F. Grammar Teaching Method  
1. Concept Grammar Teaching Method (GTM) 
The Grammar-Translation Method was used for the teaching of English in 
the beginning, under the influence of classical languages like Latin, Greek and 
Sanskrit.
55
 The Grammar translation method is the oldest method of teaching 
English. This method is also known as the Classical Method and this method is 
very easy for teacher. This method is very famous in average teacher because it is 
very easy for them to use this method.  
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Richards state that grammar translation is a way of studying language that 
approaches the language first through detailed analysis of its grammar rules, 
followed by application of this knowledge to the task of translating sentences and 
texts into and out of the target language.
56
 The purpose of the grammar translation 
method was to help students read and understand foreign language literature. Role 
of this method is translating one language into the other. In this method mastery 
of the grammatical rules and vocabulary knowledge.  
Based on the explanation above, the researcher can  concludes The 
Grammar-Translation method is the old method in English lesson so that if the 
teacher using this method at the time is less precise because it inhibits student 
ability in translating the language and compiled a grammar. 
2. Procedures of Using Grammar Teaching Method 
Teaching writing descriptive text by using Grammar Teaching Method can 
be implemented through the following this procedure. 
a. The students are asked to read an English  text that is then asked to 
translate it. 
b. After students have finished reading and translating, the teacher gives 
an opportunity for students to ask about things that are not yet known 
about the reading text. If someone asks about a meaning from the new 
Vocabulary, the teacher answers or explains it using the original 
language 
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c. If there are no more questions, students are asked to answer questions 
about the reading text in English. 
d. After the deadline expires, the teacher checks the work of students. 
Some students are asked to read and answer questions. If the answer is 
correct, the teacher asks other students to continue. But if the answer is 
wrong, the teacher chooses another student to answer it or answer it 
himself. 
e. The next activity, the teacher explains the elements of grammar in the 
reading text. Suppose the text that is read contains grammar elements 
about past tense, the teacher explains and explains what is past tense, 
how to make a past tense sentence, its characteristics and reinforced by 
example. 
f. Next, students are asked to use the grammar rules that have been 
learned by making several sentences similar to the example given by 
the teacher but different words or diction. 
g. In closing, students were given several questions about vocabulary and 
the use of the newly learned grammar. Questions are given in written 
form to measure students' understanding of the material provided.
57
 
3. Advantages of Using Grammar Teaching Method 
 
There are some advantages of Grammar Teaching Method, as follows:
58
 
a. When words and phrases are translated into mother tongue, his 
understanding of those words become very better and quicker. 
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b. The Grammar-Translation Method develops the art of translation. 
c. In this method the child associates foreign words with translated words 
so strong memory bond is created. 
d. The use of mother tongue helps the children in vocabulary getting. It 
saves time and more effective. 
e. The words and phrase are easily learnt and explained if translation 
method is used. 
f. The working knowledge of mother tongue helps them to learn grammar 
of a foreign language. The principle of "to proceed from known to 
unknown" is followed. 
g. Through this method we can test the ability of comprehension of our 
students and we can know the form of understanding the subject matter. 
h. English grammar can be easily taught by comparing with the grammar 
of mother tongue. Students who studies in Gujarati medium school, this 
method is very useful and effective for Gujarati learner. 
i. This method is very useful in over crowed classes. 
4. Disadvantages of Using Grammar Teaching Method 




a. The Grammar-Translation Method does not emphasis on the basic skills 
like listening and speaking etc. 




b. It is not possible to translate important aspect of spoken language like 
pronunciation, articulation, intonation, pauses, pitch etc. 
c. There are words, idioms, phrases in English for which words cannot be 
translated into mother tongue. For example; prepositions and 
propositional phrases. 
d. Language learning means speaking and reading but translation in 
mother tongue prevents students to read and speak in English. 
e. Student gets no opportunities to participate in the discussion of the unit. 
f. Some of linguistic items cannot be translated into mother tongue like 
article a, an, the. 
g. Translation into mother tongue affects the originality of the words. It 
affects the sense and beauty of the words. 
h. It prevents students to think directly in English. Students first think in 
mother tongue and then in English. Thus it prevents establishing of 
direct bond between thought and expression. Grammar class can never 
be effective when 
i. There is use of translation of grammatical rules and their explanation. 
j. The Grammar-Translation Method favors to teach English by rules and 
not by use. According to Dr. Ballard: "To speak any language whether 
native or foreign entirely by rules is quite impossible‖. 
k. Psychologically and linguistically, this method is not suitable. The 
language is multi-sensory whereas this method makes it only a part of 
the human information. 
 
G. Frame of Thinking 
In the process of teaching writing, mind mapping technique can be used in 
the descriptive text because mind mapping technique can help students to build a 
picture that can be imagined so that when the image appears in our minds then 
all the explanations contained in it will be explained. By conducting mind 
mapping technique, so that it can facilitate students in the process of 
remembering writing, and can accelerate the writing process because it only uses 
keywords easily we remember a main information. 
Mind Mapping is a way of writing by utilizing how the brain functions and 
works. This technique is a popular technique that can be applied in writing. Mind 
mapping is a visual technique for structuring and organizing thoughts and ideas. 
Mind mapping is very powerful technique that can be of great assistance in many 
aspects. Mind mapping also is the creative technique.  
From the explanation above, it can be concluded mind mapping a good 
approach for supporting students with organizing ideas, the students also find it a 
great asset for teaching. It is a great tool to organize the thought process of their 
students when writing, due to the fact that the teacher only present the basic 
content and it is the student who writes it in an organizing way.   
H. Hypothesis 
The researcher formulates the hypotheses this research as follows: 
Ha :  There is significant influence of using mind mapping technique 




Grade of SMA   Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah  in the 
academic year 2019/2020 
Ho       : There is no significant influence of using mind mapping 
technique towards students‘ writing skill in the descriptive text at 
the 10
th
 Grade of SMA Negeri 1 Tulang Bawang Tengah in the 
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